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Pre and Post Service Prayer 
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Pentecost Sunday 
 

Pentecost (from the Greek pentekoste, ‘fiftieth’ of fifty days of celebration) has its roots in the 
Jewish festival that falls on the fiftieth day of Passover. In biblical times, Jews from all over the 
Roman Empire gathered in Jerusalem for the festivities of Pentecost. On the Pentecost after 
Jesus’ resurrection—ten days after Jesus had ascended into heaven—the apostles and other 
believers were gathered together in one place, when they were suddenly empowered by the Holy 
Spirit to preach the gospel. They went out into the crowds and attracted attention by preaching in 
the native languages of all the people present. This created quite a stir. Peter seized the 
opportunity to address the crowd, preached Jesus’ death and resurrection, and won several 
thousand converts. These events are recorded in Acts 2:1-41. 
 

It is a day were we celebrate Gods sending of the Holy Spirit to empower the Church to perform 
the mission which the risen Christ has entrusted to it. Pentecost celebrates both the Holy Spirit 
and the Christian Church. It should be noted that Pentecost is not the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit made His first appearance in Genesis 1:2! Rather, Pentecost is the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit on human flesh to give birth to the Church. Accordingly, Christians celebrate 
Pentecost as the birthday of the Church by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The sanctuary color for Pentecost Sunday is red, the color of the church.  Technically, red is used 
only for the Sunday of Pentecost, although some churches use red for the Sundays between 
Easter and Pentecost Sunday. The red symbolizes both the fire of Pentecost as well as the 
apostles and early followers of Jesus who were gathered in the Upper Room for the 
empowerment from God to proclaim the Gospel throughout the world. 
 

Pentecost Sunday is a day to celebrate hope, a hope evoked by the knowledge that God through 
His Holy Spirit is at work among His people. It is a celebration of newness, of recreation, of 
renewal of purpose, mission, and calling as God’s people. It is a celebration of God’s ongoing 
work in the world. Yet, it is also a recognition that His work is done through His people as He 
pours out His presence upon them. 
 

Prayer Thought for Today 
 

One Voice to Profess One Faith: The sending of the Holy Spirit is God’s gift to us to complete his 
work on earth. The Spirit strengthens us and binds us in unity of the church. In that spirit we can 
in truth “Jesus is Lord”. 
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Entrance Hymn 
 

1.   Come, Holy Spirit, come! 
inflame our souls with love, 
transforming every heart and home 
with wisdom from above. 
O let us not despise 
the humble path Christ trod, 
but choose, to shame the worldly-wise, 
the foolishness of God. 

 

2.   All-knowing Spirit, prove 
the poverty of pride, 
by knowledge of the Father’s love 
in Jesus crucified. 
And grant us faith to know 
the glory of that sign, 
and in our very lives to show 
the marks of love divine. 
 

3.   Give us the tongues to speak, 
in every time and place, 
to rich and poor, to strong and weak, 
the word of love and grace. 
Enable us to hear 
the words that others bring, 
interpreting with open ear 
the special song they sing. 

 

4.   Come, Holy Spirit, dance 
within our hearts today, 
our earth-bound spirits to entrance, 
our mortal fears allay; 
and teach us to desire 
all other things above, 
that self-consuming holy fire, 
the perfect gift of love. 

Michael Lindsay Forster 1946– 
Words © Copyright 1992 Kevin Mayhew Ltd, Rattlesden, Bury St Edmunds, 

Suffolk, IP30 0S2, UK. Used by permission from Thirty New Hymns, Licence No 794092 
Reproduced with permission 
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Blessed be God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 

Sentence 
 

‘A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you,’ says the Lord God; ‘I will 
put my spirit within you and you shall live.’              Ezekiel  36.26; 37.14 
 

Let us Pray 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Spirit of truth comes to convict of sin, of righteousness, and of judgement. 
 

Silence is kept for a moment. 
 

Let us then open our hearts and confess our sins in  penitence and faith. 
 

Merciful God, 
our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed, 
and in what we have failed to do: 
we have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
Father, forgive us. 
Strengthen us to love and obey you  
in newness of life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Almighty God,  
who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: 
 Pardon you and set you free from all your sins,  
strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Lord, have mercy 
Christ, have mercy 
Lord, have mercy 
 

Please Stand for the Gloria 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High 
Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Collect 
 

Almighty God, 
you sent your Holy Spirit 
to be the life and light of your Church: 
open our hearts to the riches of your grace, 
that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 
in love, joy, and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated for the readings 
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A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
Chapter 2 - beginning at verse 1 (NRSV-p.828) 

 

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place.   And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 
where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested 
on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every nation under 
heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they 
asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in 
our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judaea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs- in our own 
languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with 
new wine.” But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of 
Judaea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.  Indeed, 
these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what 
was spoken through the prophet Joel:  ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men 
and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.  And I will show 
portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The 
sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and 
glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
 

Hear the word of the Lord, 
thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 104  

 

Response :  Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 
 

1.   Bless the Lord, my soul! 
Lord God, how great you are!.     
How many are your works, O Lord! 
The earth is full of your riches.       R. 

 

2.   You take back your spirit, they die, 
returning to the dust from which they came. 
You send forth your spirit, they are created; 
and you renew the face of the earth.   R. 
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3.   May the glory of the Lord last for ever! 
May the Lord rejoice in his works! 
May my thoughts be pleasing to him. 
I find my joy in the Lord.     R. 

 

Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit; 
as in the beginning, so now and for ever. Amen. 

 

A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans 
Chapter 8 - beginning at verse 22 (NRSV-p.855) 

 

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; and not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience. Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the 
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according 
to the will of God. 

Hear the word of the Lord, 
thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Hymn 
 

1.   Breathe on me, breath of God,  
fill me with life anew,  
that I may love all that you love  
and do what you would do.  
 

2.   Breathe on me, breath of God,  
until my heart is pure,  
until with you I will one will,  
to do and to endure.  
 

3.   Breathe on me, breath of God,  
and all my life refine,  
until this earthly part of me  
glows with your fire divine.  

 

4.   Breathe on me, breath of God;  
so shall I never die,  
but live with you the perfect life  
of your eternity 

Edwin Hatch1835–89 alt. 
Music from the Revised Church Hymnary 1927 

by permission Oxford University Press 
Reproduced with permission 
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Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Alleluia! 

The Lord be with  you 
And also with you. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Chapter 14- beginning at verse 8 (NRSV-p.822) 

 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Philip said to Jesus, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have 
I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the 
one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than 
these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. ‘If you love me, 
you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he 
will be in you. ‘I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all 
that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 

 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Please sit for the Sermon.  
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Let us together affirm the faith of the Church: 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

Let us pray for the world and for the Church. 
 

All kneel or sit 
 

Responses:  Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

The Priest conculdes the prayers with the following 
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Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers. 
Grant that what we have asked in faith 
we may by your grace receive, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. Romans 5.5 
 

Let us pray 
We do not presume 
to come to your table, merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord 
whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him, 
and he in us.  Amen. 
 

Please stand for the Greeting of Peace. 
 

We are the body of Christ. His Spirit is with us. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you. 
 

We greet one another with a handshake of peace.  
 

Offertory Hymn 
 

1.   There’s a spirit in the air,  
telling Christians everywhere:  
‘Praise the love that Christ revealed,  
living, working in our world.’  

 

2.   Lose your shyness, find your tongue,  
tell the world what God has done:  
God in Christ has come to stay.  
Live tomorrow’s life today.  

 

3.   When believers break the bread,  
when a hungry child is fed,  
praise the love that Christ revealed,  
living, working in our world.  
 

4.   Still the Spirit gives us light,  
seeing wrong and setting right:  
God in Christ has come to stay.  
Live tomorrow’s life today.  

 

5.   When a stranger’s not alone,  
where the homeless find a home,  
praise the love that Christ revealed,  
living, working in our world.  

 

6.   May the Spirit fill our praise,  
guide our thoughts and change our ways:  
God in Christ has come to stay.  
Live tomorrow’s life today. 
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7.   There’s a Spirit in the air,  
calling people everywhere:  
‘Praise the love that Christ revealed,  
living, working in our world.’  

Brian Arthur Wren 1936– 
Words: Brian Wren 

Press Words © 1969, 1995 by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Music by permission Oxford University Press. 
Reproduced with permission 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We participate by watching and listening as the Priest sings or says the first part of the Great Thanksgiving.  
This prayer is seasonal and concludes with these or similar words: 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven,  
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer continues. After the words of consecration all acclaim what Jesus has accomplished. 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

The priest continues the Eucharistic Prayer. The prayer concludes with these or similar words: 
 

…..with whom, and in whom, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
we worship you, Father, in songs of never-ending praise: 
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Blessing and honour and glory  
and power are yours for ever and ever. Amen  
 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray, 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, 
for we all share in the one bread. 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ in remembrance that he 
died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 

The sacrament is given. The following may be sung in quiet contemplation during the Communion 
 

1.   Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
the Holy One is here;  
come bow before Him now  
with reverence and fear:  
in Him no sin is found – we stand on holy ground.  
Be still, for the presence of the Lord,  
the Holy One is here. 

 

2.   Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
is shining all around;  
He burns with holy fire,  
with splendour he is crowned:  
how awesome is the sight – our radiant King of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the  
Lord is shining all around. 
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3.   Be still, for the power of the Lord 
is moving in this place:  
He comes to cleanse and heal,  
to minister His grace –  no work too hard for Him.  
In faith receive from Him.  
Be still, for the power of the Lord  
is moving in this place. 

CCLI Song No. 120824 David J Evans  
© 1986 Thankyou Music  

Used by permission. CCLI Licence No 79896 
 
1.   Holy Spirit, go before us,  

every mind and heart prepare  
for good news of life in Jesus,  
for the joyful hope we share.  
Gently lead the lost to safety,  
gently teach them Wisdom’s way,  
till they come to seek you gladly,  
till we find the words to say.  
 

 
2.   Holy Spirit, come and help us,  

give us words to speak of Christ.  
Teach us how to tell all people:  
deepest darkness can be light!  
Help us tell how faithful God is,  
and how Jesus sets us free;  
take our words, and make them gospel,  
so that many may believe. 

 

3.  Holy Spirit, stay to show us  
how to serve as Christ served us.  
May our words of love be grounded  
in love’s actions, first and last.  
Your good news is news of justice,  
and the strong befriend the weak  
in your service, till compassion  
builds the peace the nations seek.  

Elizabeth J. Smith 1956– 
Words © E. J. Smith 

Music © 1996 by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

After Communion 
 

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to tell the mighty works of God.        Acts 2:4,11 
 

Let us pray 
 

Giver of life and love,  
we thank you that in this heavenly banquet 
you invigorate and renew us. 
Living in the unity of the Spirit, 
may we boldly use your gifts 
to continue your work in the world. 
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Most loving God, 
you send us into the world you love. 
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage 
in the power of your Spirit 
 

Notices 
 

Blessing of Light  
 

The Priest goes to the Paschal Candle.  
 

Blessed are you, sovereign God, overflowing in love.  
With Pentecost dawns the age of the Spirit.  
Now the Flame of heaven rests on every believer.  
Strong and weak, women and men tell out your word;  
the young receive visions, the old receive dreams.  
With the new wine of the Spirit  
they proclaim your reign of love.  
Amid the birth pangs of the new creation  
the way of light is made known.  
Source of freedom, giver of life,  
blessed are you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Blessed be God for ever.  
 

Each member of the congregation comes forward and lights a candle from the Paschal candle. When all the 
candles are lit the president says  
 

For fifty days we have celebrated the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over the powers of sin and 
death. We have proclaimed God’s mighty acts and we have prayed that the power that was at 
work when God raised Jesus from the dead might be at work in us.  
 

As part of God’s Church here at St Paul’s, Samford, I call upon you to live out what you proclaim.  
 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to walk into God’s future, trusting him to be your 
guide?  
By the Spirit’s power, we will.  
 

Will you dare to embrace each other and grow together in love?  
By the Spirit’s power, we will.  
 

Will you dare to share your riches and minister to each other in need?  
By the Spirit’s power, we will.  
 

Will you dare to pray for each other until your hearts beat with the longings of God?  
By the Spirit’s power, we will.  
 

Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the world’s dark places?  
By the Spirit’s power, we will.  
 

The Paschal Candle is extinguished in silence. 
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The Solemn Blessing 
 

May the Spirit, 
who hovered over the waters when the world was created, 
breathe into you the life he gives. Amen. 
 

May the Spirit, 
who overshadowed the Virgin when the eternal Son came among us, 
make you joyful in the service of the Lord. Amen. 
 

May the Spirit, 
who set the Church on fire upon the Day of Pentecost, 
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ. Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God almighty, 
 the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn                 Tune: Jerusalem 

1.   Great God, your Spirit, like the wind  
unseen but shaking things we see  
will never leave us undisturbed  
fulfil our dreams, or set us free,  
until we turn from faithless fear  
and prove the promise of your grace  
in justice, peace and daily bread  
with joy for all the human race.  

 

2.   Lord, shake us with the force of love,  
to rouse us from our dreadful sleep;  
remove our hearts of stone, and give  
new hearts of flesh, to break and weep  
for all your children in distress  
and dying for the wealth we keep.  
Help us prevent, while we have time,  
the blighted harvest greed must reap.

 

3.   And then, in your compassion, give  
your Spirit like the gentle rain,  
creating fertile ground from which  
your peace and justice spring like grain; 
until your love is satisfied,  
with all creation freed from pain,  
and all your children live to praise  
your will fulfilled, your presence plain.  

 

Words by permission Stainer & Bell Ltd, London 
Arrangement © Gordon Jacob 

Alan Gaunt 1935–  
Reproduced with permission 

 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
In the name of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia.  Amen. 
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For further reflection………. 
 

Acts 
 

Why did God wait for a Jewish harvest festival (see Dt 16:9-10) to give the Holy Spirit? 
 

How far have the pilgrims come? What attracts them to the disciples? How does being filled with 
the Holy Spirit relate to bearing witness to Jesus? 
 

How would you respond to this- like those in verse 12 or verse 13? 
 

John 
 

How do imagine Jesus speaking in verses 9-14? What evidence does Jesus give for his claims? 
 

Do you think the promises Jesus makes in verses 12-14 are blank cheque promises about 
prayer? In verse 12, does he mean the church will do works greater in power? How can this be? 
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